
RAL E I CH H I  STnR I C PRO PEPT I ES 

1. Ceneral I n f o r m a t i o n  

Address o f  p r o p e r t y  t o  be des ivnated as R a l e i r h  F i s t o r i c  Proper ty  

Name o f  App l i can t  an( address 

Telephone 

-- - 

Owner o f  p r o p e r t y  and address 

Tel  erhone 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n :  

x B u i l d i n g  - - Struc tu re  - S i t e  - n h j e c t  

Ownership: 

* Pub1 i c  - P r i  vate - 30th 

S ta tus  : 

- Occupied A -, Unoccupied !a!ork i n  pronress - 
Access ib le  : 

3 Yes,  r e s t r i c t e d  - Yes, u n r e s t r i c t e d  - !\lo 

Present use : 

- Commercial Museum - Residen t i a l  :: Other - - 



Location o f  legal  descr ipt ion:  

- Courthouse - Reaistry o f  Deeds - Other 

(Give spec i f i c  address i f outside Wake County) 

Part 11. S i ~ n i f i c a n c e  of Property 

Period : - 1 400 -1 499 - 1500-1 599 - 1 600-1 699 

- 1 700 -1 799 - 1800-1899 - s 1900 t o  present 

Areas o f  Signi f icance 

- Archeology H is to r i c  - Conservation - Museum 

- Agri cu l t u re  - - x Economics Phi 1 osophy 

:: Archi tecture - : Education - - Pal i tics/Govemment 

- A r t  - Engineering - Re1 i g i  on 

- Law - Science 

- Comnica t i ons  - Lite ra tu re  - x Social/Humanitarian 

.- C o m n i t y  planning - - M i  1 i t a r y  - other (Specify) 

Part 111. Basis for  request o f  s i t e  desianation (check one) 

- His to r i ca l  (at tach addi t ional  sheets as necessary) 
Describe the property as i t existed a t  the t ime of h i s t o r i c a l  

event. How i t  now ex is t ,  i f  di f ferent,  and how, if a t  a l l ,  i t  might 
have been a1 tered. 



- Architectural (attach additional sheets as necessary) 
Describe brief ly,  b u t  ful ly,  i n  a factual, s t raight  forward 

fashion. Begin w i t h  the overall form, and then describe primary 
features comnon throuphout the b u i l d i n g .  Then describe main facade, 
then other s ides,  extensions, a1 terations, and  additions. Then 
inside, describe the predominant floor plan, and introduce the over- 
a l l  character of in ter ior ,  general characteristics of in ter ior  f inish,  
general a1 terations. Then as appropriate, describe features of 
individual rooms or sections. I f  you have learned the original 
function of specific rooms, outbuildings, etc. note these as we11 as 
the physical appearance. 



Part V. Documentation 

The fol 1-owing items mus t  accompany th i s  request : 

Photographs 

Citations for Deed Recording 

Earliest  l i s t ing  i n  City Registry 

Evidence of original construction date and original owner, e. g;, 
Deeds of Trust, fami 1 y Bible, Sanborn Insurance Maps, pub1 ications , 
personal mementoes. 

For further information and/or assistance contact: 

Raleigh Historic Properties Commission, Inc. 
1 Mimosa Street 
Ral ei  gh , North Carol i na 27604 





Physica l  Descript ion:  

The aorden bu i ld ing  i s  loca ted  on t h e  south s i d e  of t h e  proper ty  formerly r e f e r r e d  
t o  a s  " t h e  Yethodist  Orphanage," loca ted  I n  northwest Raleigh and bounded by Devereaw 
Creek and Clay S t r e e t s  on t h e  south ,  Glenwood Avenue on t h e  e a s t ,  The Methodist 
Conference proper ty  on t h e  nor th ,  and S t .  :.lary1s S t r e e t  on t h e  west.  S i t e d  on a r i s e  
from t h e  south p roper ty  l i n e  along Devereaw Creek t l e  bu i ld ing  f a c e s  north and s t ands  
a t  t h e  end of a former access  l ane  t o  a row of t h r e e  o t h e r  bu i ld ings  two of which a r e  
i d e n t i c a l  t o  i t .  The Borden bu i ld ing  may be the  f i r s t  bu i ld ing  e rec ted  by t h e  
Xethodis ts  i n  1900. The Wilmington Messenger (12-1-1900) repor ted  t h a t  Raleigh 
a r c h i t e c t  Charles Pearson designed t h e  two-story b r i c k  bu i ld ing  t h a t  was formally 
opened on November 3 0 ,  1900 by Bishop H.  C .  Morrison. 

The bui ld ing  i s  a square ,  r ed  b r i c k ,  two-story c e n t r a l  h a l l  p l an ,  double p i l e  
pyramidal roofed dwell ing which is  b a s i c a l l y  domestic appearance. The only important  
decora t ions  on the  bu i ld ing  a r e  t h e  quoins worked i n  b r i c k  a t  t h e  four  corners  and 
t h e  quoins on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  c e n t r a l  window on t h e  second f l o o r .  The bu i ld ing  
i s  en te red  fro= a porch,  on grade ,  which conceals  t h e  half-basexent  permi t ted  by 
t h e  s t e e p  s lope  south  behind t h e  bu i ld ing .  A l a r g e  dormer punctuates  each of t h e  
four  s i d e s  of the  roof and l i g h t s  t h e  a t t i c .  A chimr,ey s t a c k  r i s e s  from t h e  c e n t e r  
of t h e  bu i ld ing  near  t h e  s l i g h t l y  f l a t t e n e d  peak of t h e  s l a t e  roof .  The t h r e e  
bayed bui ld ing  has a c e n t r a l  door with s i d e  l i g h t s  under a f l a t t e n e d  a rch  and each 
window, two t o  a bay on t h e  facade ,  one each on the  e a s t  and west s i d e s ,  i s  placed 
under a s i m i l a r  f l a t t e n e d  a rch  devised  from two s o l d i e r  courses of b r i ck .  3 n  t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r  t l e  windows r e s t  on t a n  stofio s t a o l s ;  on t h e  second they r e s t  on a b r i c k  
, b e l t  course  xhich g i v e s  t h e  wa l l  r e l i e f .  The t h i c k  wa l l s  of t h e  bui ld ing  g ive  t h e  
n ine  over  nine sash windows (n ine  over  p l a i n  on t h e  second f l c o r  and a l l  p r o b d l y  
l a t e r )  a splayed s i l l .  A l l  t r i m  of t h e  windows and doors i s  pa in ted  white.  

The south s i d e  cf t h e  bu i ld ing ,  t h e  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n ,  has  an a t t ached  s i n g l e  
s t o r y  s i n g  witn basement, a l s o  of b r i c k  wi th  t h e  same d e t a i l s  a s  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  
bu i ld ing .  The wing was probably noted f o r  k i t chen ,  e a t i n g ,  and s t a f f .  

The present  f u l l  facade f r o n t  porch with a low c e n t e r  pediment i s  supported 
on p a i r e d  Ion ic  columns a t  t h e  co rne r s  and a t r i a d  of I o n i c  columns e i t h e r  s i d e  
of  t l e  pediment. This  porch i s  probably l a t e r  than  t h e  o r i g i n a l  bu i ld ing ;  it i s  
much more academically c l a s s i c a l  while  t h e  bu i ld ing  i t s e l f  is a t y p i c a l  domestic 
foursquare  hybrid of Queen Anne and Colonia l  r e v i v a l  f e a t u r e s .  There i s  a l s o  
phys ica l  evidence t h a t  t h e  porch .has  been changed. The p r e s e n t  porch c u t s  ac ross  
window heads and jo ins  t h e  co rne r s  of the facade i n  an  awkward way--the p i l a s t e r  
being c u t  out  t o  avoid  windoid s t o o l s  and quoins. The o r i g i n a l  porch would have 
been l i k e  t h a t  of t \ e  two o t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  which match it on t h e  row. Stubby b r i c k  
p i e r s  under s h o r t  wooden box columns suppor t  t h e  more e l a b o r a t e  and s t e e p l y  s l a n t e d  
roof s .  Wooden b a l u s t r a d e s  between t h e  p i e c e s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a more ccmplete 
appearance. 

The i n t e r i o r  of the bu i ld ing  has  been cons iderably  a l t e r e d  over  t h e  many 
decades of use  b u t  t h e  b a s i c  c e n t r a l  h a l l  wi th  s t a i r s  remains. The arrangement 
of t h e  l a r g e  rooms with high c e i l i n g s  and l a r g e  windows is a l s o  repeated i n  o t h e r  
b u i l d i n g s  on the  proper ty .  



Sign i f i cance  of t h e  Bullding 

The Borden bu i ld ing  i s ,  according t o  l o c a l  r e c o l l e c t i o n  and testimony t h e  
f i r s t  bu i ld ing  e r e c t e d  on t h e  Methodist Crphanage proper ty .  The Wilmington 
Nessenger !i2-1-1900) s t a t e s  t h a t  Bishop H. C. Morrison opened t h e  orphanage " l a s t  
a f te rnoon"  and desc r ibes  the  f i r s t  bu i ld ing  a s  b u i l t  of b r i c k  wi th  seven l a r g e  
rooms and four  small  ones, and a second f l o o r  of two l a r g e  dormi to r i e s ,  bathrooms, 
l a v a t o r i e s ,  e t c .  This  may be t h e  same bu i ld ing  t h a t  Charles  Pearson, t h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  
d e s c r i b e s  i n  h i s  memoirs a s  one of thellcot?agesU he designed,  along with t h e  :-fain 
3 u i l d i n g ,  f o r  t h e  Methodists between 1899 and 1901. (North Carol ina  S t a t e  
Unive r s i ty  Archives) 

The Borden Building embodies a s t y l e  and type  of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  bu i ld ing  t h a t  
i s  b e s t  desc r ibed  a s  domestic i n  f e e l i n g  and s c a l e .  The row of c o t t a g e s  t h a t  jo ins  
Borden and t h e  subsequent cons t ruc t ion  of many bu i ld ings  of  s i m i l a r  form over t h e  
s i te  t e s t i f y  t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  philosophy of housing orphan c h i l d r e n  i n  a s e t t i n g  
t h a t  at tempted t o  avoid t h e  worse f e a t u r e s  of orphan asyluiis .which were famous f o r  
t h e i r  co ld ,  impersonal,  dehumanizing s i z e  and t h e  absense of personal  a t t e n t i o n  and 
a f f e c t i o n .  The c o t t a g e s  funct ioned a s  nea r ly  a s  p o s s i b l e  l i k e  a l a r g e  farr,,ily u n i t .  

This  philosophy was shared by o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Rale igh ' s  B a r r e t t  and 
Tkomson ( f l .  1899-1920) designed Asbury Hal l  (1901) a t  T r i n i t y  College (now "uke 
' J n i v e r s i t y )  i n  much t h e  same way a s  C h a r l o t t e ' s  premier a r c h i t e c t ,  C.  C.  Hook (1869- 
1938) designed t h e  Mary Ann Smith Dormitory a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of North Carol ina .  1 
Both a r e  home-like i n  appearance. The same could be s a i d  f o r  school  bu i ld ing  des ign  
Peaxson's  Wiley Schcol (demolished) i s  comparable i n  i ts  domestic c h a r a c t e r  t o  
schools  t h a t  B a r r e t t  and Thomson i l l u s t r a t e d  i n  a 1903 pub l i ca t ion  f o r  t h e  Ncrth 
Carol ina  S t a t e  Department of Publ ic  I n s t r u c t i o n  ( s e e  example a t t a c h e d ) .  Within a 
decade numbers would change t h e  appearance of t h e  schools  and dormi tor ies .  Many 
years wc.uld pass ,  however, be fo re  i n s t i t u t i o n s  recognized t h e  inhe ren t  i s o l a t i o n  
cf an i c s t i t u t i o n  l i k e  t h e  orphanage. It was this recogn i t ion  however which pu t  
an end t o  +his way of housing c h i l d r e n .  

The Borden bu i ld ing  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t s  a major inves tnen t  by t h e  ~ e t h o d i s t  Church 
n o t  only  i n  a phys ica l  complex b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e  c i t y  of Raleigh. Other Methodist 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  Durham o r  Louisburg would have made good l o c a t i o n s  f o r  an orphanage 
but t h e  North Carol ina  Conference decided t o  p l a c e  t h e  f a c i l i t y  i n  Raleigh an3 
bought land one m i l e  west of t h e  c i t y .  When t h e  Glenwood Land Company bought and 
l a i d  o u t  t h e  new Glenwood suburb i n  1906 t h e  Orphanage s t o o d ' t o  g a i n  neighbors i n  
i t s  immediate f r o n t  yard.  The developer  had obtained a p a r c e l  t h a t  was almost 
equa l ly  d iv ided by Glenwood Avenue; Boylan Avenue and Gaston S t r e e t s  would have 
been extended through t o  Wade Avenue t o  form Glenwood's western nor th /south  s t r e e t s .  
But i n  1908 be fo re  t h e  g r e a t  land auc t ion  t h e  Methodists bought about  f i f t y  more 
a c r e s ,  g i v i n g  t i e  proper ty  i t s  p r e s e n t  form on Glenwood Avenue. This  gave t h e  
Methodists access  t o  t h e  s t r e e t c a r  l i n e ,  Bloomsbury Park and t h e  c i t y .  I t  a l s o  
gave a v i s i b l e ,  i f  n o t  a c t u a l ,  park  space t o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  of t h e  Glenwood 
neighborhood. 2 Thus t h e  phys ica l  and economic presence of t h e  Methodist 
Orphanage helped shape t h e  growth and development of t h a t  quadrant  of Raleigh 
t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  day. 

1. C. V. Brown, unpublished MSS. A r c h i t e c t s  and Bu i lde r s  i n  North Carol ina:  
A His tory  of t h e  r r a c t i c e  of Building.  Documents owned by au thor .  

2 .  Glenwcod neighborhood, National  Reg i s t e r  Nomination, f i l e d  Archives and 
His to ry ,  Department of C u l t u r a l  Resources, S t a t e  of North Carol ina ;  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e ,  
C i t y  of Raleigh Fraservat ion  Planning.  



Statement  of S i g n i f i c a n c e :  

The Borden b u i l d i n g ,  t h e  f i r s t  bu i ld ing  of t h e  ' le thodist  Orphan~ge  c c n ~ l e x  
i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  because:  

a .  it was t h e  f i r s t  bu i ld ing  opened a s  a  p a r t  of t h e  Nethodis t  3rphanage 
ope ra t ed  by t h e  North Caro l ina  Conference of t h e  Xethodis t  Church ar.d i t s  l o c a t i c n  
and t" investment  e f f e c t e d  t h e  econonic and geographic growth of t h e  c i t y ;  

b. it was des igned  by Char les  Pearson,  one of North C a r o l i n a ' s  f i r s t  
indigenous a r c h i t e c t s  who a t t ended  North Caro l ina  S t a t e  and wi th  Thonas Ashe, 
a l s o  a  S t a t e  Col lege  g radua te  and n a t i v e  of Raleigh,  founded one of 3 a l e i g h f s  
f i r s t  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i rms ;  

c .  it embodies t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a  kind and t y l p e  o f  
domes t i ca l ly  s c a l e d  and d e t a i l e d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b u i l d i n g  which was i n  f a v o r  a t  
North Caro l ina  c o l l e g e s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  and s i m i l a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  u n t i l  growth i n  
numbers and changes i n  codes r equ i r ed  a  ve ry  d i f f e r e n t  kind of i n s t i t a t i o n a l  
b u i l d i n g .  



1 CllARLES PBAXSON, ARCHITECT, OF RAT.ETGII,N. C . 
I Frcm t h e  F i l e s  of  W i l l i a m  Keaves ,  Wilmington 
I 1901- Mr. C h a r l e s  P e a r s o n ,  the  w c l l  known a r c h i b x t  of R a l e i g h ,  end M r .  W.L.I lo l t ,  of 

F a y e t t e v i l l e ,  were a r r i v a l s  In  t h e  c i t y  y ~ s t e r d u y ,  (STAR, 1-9-1901) 
*1900- The M e t h o d i s t  O r l ~ h a n a p e ,  wliich i s  l o c a t c r l  one m i l e  w e s t  of R a l e i ~ l i ,  was f o r m a l l y  opened 

by Bishop H ,  C .  Mor r i son  l a s t  a r t e r n o o n .  The d e d i c a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  h e  h e l d  u n t i l  t h e  main 
b u i l d i n g  is  c o m p l e t e d ,  The f i r s t .  b u l l  d i n g  j u s t  comple ted ,  c o m p r i s e s  seven  l a r g e  roome 
and f o u r  s m a l l  o n e s .  I t  i s  of  hricl : ,  and the  i n t e r i o r  i s  f i n i s h e d  i n  hand-f i n i s h  n a t u r a l  
p ine .  On t h e  second f l o o r  e r e  two l a r g e  d o r m i t o r i e s ,  b a t h  rooms l a v a t o r i e s ,  e t c .  The 
b ~ : i l d i n g  i s  we1 1 c c n s  true t e d  I~avin , :  been b u i l  t hy Zcrcl~ary & Z a c h a r y .  Chart  e s  Pearson $8 

t he  a r c h i t e c t .  Worlc w 1 1 1  soon b e s i n  017 t h e  rnain building w l ~ i c h  w i l l  c o s t  some $15,000. 
(MESSENGER, 12-1-1900 

*1900- C h a r l e s  P e a r s o n .  of b n l e i g h  w a s  e l e c t e d  the f i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  and T reasu re r  of rile 
newly-organtked Soa thc -as te rn  Archi  t cc  t u r e l  League, which met- a t  Char! o t t e ,  (STAR, 12-29-190Q 4 

- .--. ,.- .- . . . . . - . . . . ... . -- J 



- i ? r i L  7th,, 2321, 

J.5l>cvillc, ... o r t b  2:r crlins. 

,, _ _. _ ---,.,- ... 

1894-5 P o s t  Grsduate work e t  E.C',~tzr::te, Cr,ll.t.ge. 
. . .  L 

1 8 9 5 .  . b e o c i a t e d  lyith. ,~:*As?,c, '95, i r :  . i;!r;-,~tice u f  Arc-r~i i;:zct-;rre, a:. 
t o  ' Pearson k Ashe, ' ~ ~ c b . i t c ! o t ~ ,  :sslei~h8 Ji.2. 8 d2::i;.;;!iZ:;. :>y< 7;uiIc 

. . 
, 1961 i n g :  - Sfate % u s a h  BuJIci i r lc ,  kaf eif;':.; .t: .c .;iz:ze ;i:::'i'r2~7~:2 CO, 

Eui l f j ir , ;~ ,  Xaie'i(jh;'l&in 2uilaiza 253 1Cc-~.;rger L j r  . -~-~:hodi t : t  ' 
3..11 '1' 5 7 . _I (jnhacsga, Huleit4b; C'~i.r 2;u; 4 ~ . b A ~ ~ e , ,  ; ."* - -  " ' I  .. -b .--. . - .:ILL (:>* Sf: i 0 ~ 1  a . .-! h - i l e l e i , ~h ;  : b $ m i ~ *  & ~ Q Q I ,  i13.12igj3; i ? i cLc l i~  :;:&21, 2 2 2 i . 2 ,  P--.L?,; - -.  . . :." Club, !Z~bile, 4 6 .  ; S r ; ! i L i t z  a:';5~::li:,r: eo. kl r .nt ,  -.3-:2.2e, L33, '1 

. - 
and n-:nelmou8 oe&hei* prominent 5 l j i l c i i ; ; : ; s  a,?c L ' C ^ U L . ' , . ~ ? ( . L - . ;  .. .#. - , .  . t'.?. r.2 
duyil!,c: t h i s  yeriod mted  as  31:isf .:-;.:;.;izeca -::i-.?kc ..::.l-::,i.,:(~ 2. - - . . .. , .. Cane l'esp &ai lroad,  bui ldin ,< am-~:;.a YL s , : ~   EL;::, ::i i - . ~  .''. :!:-::>. ~ - ~ ; * i ' c  - .?  

. . 
-'.: 

" .  

1901 
- . *, .. 1 C , d .: r.: .C : 911 . . ik:.-: 23 hesident &n,$r;ineor :>I-; c o..:,Cuz~ic;;i o.. 3s' : ' +'. 

t o  City i ta i l road ,  in SOUL;; ; . i i z n i t s i l ; ~ ~ i .  I . ~  , ,, , , , .r , ; i ~ ; l  ~ c i  t. ' ,:; L :; 5 c t  f . . 
1303 worh 2101tg l l e e f  sit-el* nrlG s*i;2ai cl.~r; r n ~ n . ~  . \ , . , ",. ~.. A 2 :, ii ;. . r ~  r.i :-: : (; y L, ii 2 1 : - I .i s-: 

Leef iiiver, Bogue' I i o r  Gild o-;?ler L::LL;;z. i:: ~klarj!-  3f t r : .3 ,Mdva 
h'  ' laying on 

Claea ;;tructu2al 8teel  iraftsFLc:,  E;C; 1: .; ..-.z-+:.! -..-A .... %..i->, , ;i-c?iage 
.at Charleston, S .C.Xarar Yarci, h a  tho--*, +,&E CI &esiL;, . .  ~ i i ' :  i : o ~ ~ s t r l l o ,  

- -  . .  . -.tl cn af vorke ao&fin(: ti!. the a~t;,:roy::.te i b z ' i ~ t  2.0 ,LX ..j1.1. ?. 3 3  0 GI? aq 
, .. i ~ c l  &icy; 3rjr Dock :\:0 ,I. -:]ti 5 1;: o i  .;hi. 2- : o o ~ ;  ::.:(.:;I (:o:-ci-t.tz 

Sea kcd .1 .  

1905-07 31th Gc.nera Contraot.iri; 5 j;n;i j ; r .  3~i1r.z .?c.. ~ i '  : :?f* ';:'G?~.:x 
. . a 

Chief .Snp, ineer ,  Lmated anti b:~il. t X e l . r i n t i c  .:: - . i s .  i.:sr 3, i n a  
, .  extension from o r e h e s d  C i e j ,  l.1. "9 3~:-ii>-.?~>-t j: - * ;  j , c@zted  

and deeigned i:orfolk Ss You-t;hc,n L,-i:id2 crcsLa;?1g 2 d ' L c . ~ c r l a  ~ O I X I C ,  . .! Lctdnt on to ?:ackejrr w Fer ry ,  2 ; .  t , ; l ocz';c-:i j ~ i l  L, J:1.irlz::ton t: 
S u m ~ e r v i l l e  Elec . t r ic  -?a i l ray ,  ?7,1:3r11:::;311 t a  .I,xq:~j??j~r-:i:i;-i~, E.C, 

; 1907-09 l.':j.t,,:? S c o r c i a  2: F l s r i d a  ~..z,lroa.j. ;l~., . . . a a iden i  zngir,eer . ; .  . 
builclir2: their  lrrldgo across iJtac.ena ~ i - r o r ,  nezr ~ ~ t ,  Gee, 
e n t i r e  struoture being about inc 2nd 5 T r ~ o  c-.:.srter . . : ~ l e S  long. 
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A r c h i t e c t s  mentioned i n  t h e  e s s a y s :  

Thomas Ashe. b o r n ,  R a l e i g h ,  February 11, 1876, d i e d  J u l y  10,  1900. 

Char les  B a r r e t t .  b o r n ,  Kansas,  1869, f l o u r i s h e d  i n  Ra le igh  u n t i l  ca .  1910. 

C. C. Hook. b o r n ,  !Jest V i r g i n i a ,  February 18 ,  1869, d i e d ,  C h a r l o t t e ,  1938. 

C h a r l e s  Pearson.  b o r n ,  h s h e v i l l e ,  October  24,  1875, d i e d ,  C h a r l o t t e ,  J u l y  26, 1966. 

Frank Thomson. £1. 1873-1917 i n  Ra le igh .  

Zachary and Zachery. The c o n s t r u c t i o n  company mentioned i n  t h e  newpaper 
account  was a c t i v e  i n  Ra le igh  and Wilmington between 
1894 and 1902. 


