
3.6    Exterior Walls
Through their shape, features, materials, details, and finishes, exterior walls con-

tribute to the form and the character of historic buildings. They also provide

opportunities for stylistic detailing and ornamentation. Features such as project-

ing bays, chimneys, towers, and pediments boldly manipulate the shapes of exte-

rior walls. In addition, quoins, cornerboards, cornices, brackets, entablatures,

and skirtboards all embellish the connections between wall planes or from exte-

rior walls to other building elements. Variations in exterior wall materials con-

tribute further to the pattern, texture, scale, color, and finish of the building

exterior. 

Within Raleigh’s residential historic districts, exterior walls clad in horizontal,

lapped wooden siding are most typical, although walls surfaced with wooden

shingles, brick, stone, or stucco are found as well. Combinations of materials,

including brick with stone details or lapped siding with wooden shingles, are

also found. Exterior walls of brick or stone are more typical of commercial or

public buildings in the districts than they are of residences.

The foundations of early Raleigh buildings are generally differentiated from the

rest of the wall by a change in material, plane, and/or color. Brick foundations

are the most common for residential structures, but foundations of stone or

masonry coated with stucco are not unusual. Some masonry pier foundations

with infill panels of recessed brick or lattice remain in the districts as well. 

Things to Consider As You Plan
Routine inspection, maintenance, and repair of exterior walls should follow the

guidelines for the specific wall materials. The guidelines for paint and paint col-

ors apply to wooden exterior walls and trim and some masonry walls. 

Replacement of deteriorated exterior wall materials and details requires careful

attention to the scale, texture, pattern, and detail of the original material. The

three-dimensionality of wood moldings and trim, the distinctive texture of

weatherboards, and the bonding pattern of masonry walls are all important to

duplicate when replacement is necessary. Generally, replacement or concealment

of exterior wall materials with substitute materials is not appropriate. For exam-

ple, the application of synthetic sidings or contemporary stucco-like coatings in

place of the original materials results in a loss of original fabric, texture, and

detail. In addition, such surfaces may conceal moisture damage or other causes

of structural deterioration from view.

The loss of a distinctive exterior wall feature such as a projecting chimney or

window bay would compromise the character of a historic building. Similarly,

the introduction of a new feature, such as a window or door opening, can also

compromise the integrity of the original wall. Alterations such as these require a

clear understanding of the significant characteristics of the original wall and also

the wall’s role in creating the building’s significance. Using that knowledge, a

compatible change that will not diminish the building’s architectural character

may be developed. 
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The projecting bay and tower of this asymmetrical facade are
characteristic of Queen Anne–style architecture.

This brick foundation retains its decorative yet functional cast-
iron vents. Rainwater is directed away from the foundation by
the configuration of the downspout.

During rehabilitation, replacement siding to match the original
siding was carefully incorporated on this rear facade before
repainting.



3.6    Exterior Walls: Guidelines
.1 Retain and preserve exterior walls that contribute to the overall historic

form and character of a building, including their functional and decorative

features, such as cornices, foundations, bays, quoins, arches, water tables,

brackets, entablatures, and storefronts.

.2 Retain and preserve exterior wall materials that contribute to the overall

historic character of a building, including brickwork, stucco, stone, wooden

shingles, wooden siding, asbestos siding, and metal, wooden, or masonry

trimwork. 

.3 Protect and maintain the material surfaces, details, and features of exterior

walls through appropriate methods:

• Inspect regularly for signs of moisture damage, vegetation, fungal or

insect infestation, corrosion, and structural damage or settlement. 

• Provide adequate drainage to prevent water from standing on flat, hori-

zontal surfaces and collecting on decorative elements or along founda-

tions.

• Clean exterior walls as necessary to remove heavy soiling or to prepare

for repainting. Use the gentlest methods possible.

• Retain protective surface coatings, such as paint or stain, to prevent dete-

rioration.

• Reapply protective surface coatings, such as paint or stain, when they are

damaged or deteriorated.

.4 Repair exterior wall surfaces, details, and features using recognized preser-

vation repair methods for the surface material or coating. 

.5 If replacement of a deteriorated detail or element of an exterior wall is nec-

essary, replace only the deteriorated portion in kind rather than the entire

feature. Match the original in design, dimension, detail, texture, pattern,

color, and material. Consider compatible substitute materials only if using

the original material is not technically feasible.

.6 If replacement of an entire exterior wall or feature is necessary because of

deterioration, replace it in kind, matching the original in design, dimension,

detail, texture, color, and material. Consider compatible substitute materials

only if using the original material is not technically feasible. 

.7 If an exterior wall or feature is completely missing, replace it with a new

wall or feature based on accurate documentation of the original or a new

design compatible with the historic character of the building and the dis-

trict.

.8 It is not appropriate to introduce new features such as window or door

openings, bays, vents, balconies, or chimneys to character-defining exterior

walls if they will compromise the architectural integrity of the building. 

.9 It is not appropriate to remove or cover any material detail associated with

exterior walls, including decorative shingles, panels, brackets, bargeboards,

and cornerboards, unless an accurate restoration requires it.

.10 It is not appropriate to cover historic wall material, including wooden sid-

ing, wooden shingles, stucco, brick, and stonework, with coatings or con-

temporary substitute materials.

.11 It is not appropriate to introduce features or details to an exterior wall in an

attempt to create a false historical appearance. 
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The exterior wall shape of the central tower helps to define
this building as French Second Empire–style.



3.7    Windows and Doors
The various arrangements of windows and doors, the sizes and the proportion of

openings, and the decorative elements associated with them are used to achieve archi-

tectural stylistic effects on buildings. Although many types of windows are found in

early Raleigh buildings, a majority of those found in early houses are wooden double-

hung windows. Each sash, depending on the style and the age of the house, may be

divided, usually by muntins that hold individual panes in place. Doors with a variety

of panel configurations as well as a combination of solid panels and glazing are found

throughout the historic districts. Decorative stained, beveled, and etched glass is some-

times found, often in entry sidelights and transoms or individual fixed sash.

More so than houses, commercial and institutional buildings often established a hier-

archy through the placement, size, and scale of windows and doors. The front facade,

particularly its first floor, was usually distinguished from the less significant facades

with larger, more decorative windows and doors. 

Things to Consider As You Plan
Improper or insensitive treatment of the windows and the doors of a historic build-

ing can seriously detract from its architectural character. Usually, repairing the orig-

inal windows in an older building is more appropriate (and cost-effective) than

replacing them with new ones. Peeling paint, high air infiltration, sticking sash, or

broken panes are all repairable conditions and do not necessitate replacement.

Wooden-framed windows are generally easy and inexpensive to repair. For exam-

ple, changing a sash cord is relatively simple, and lightly coating a window track

with paste wax may allow the sash to slide smoothly. The inherent imperfections in

historic glass give it a visual quality not replicated by contemporary glass manufac-

turing. Consequently, preserving such glazing on an early Raleigh building is always

desirable. 

If the details of a window or a door, such as casing, muntins, or tracery, are deterio-

rated and must be replaced, the original character of the building and the window

or the door should be a guide. Replacement of an entire window or door should be

considered only if repair is not feasible. Replacement units should match the origi-

nal in dimension, material, configuration, and detail. A compatible substitute mate-

rial should be considered only if replacement in kind is not technically feasible.

Because the replacement unit should fill the original opening, it may have to be cus-

tom-made; today’s open-stock windows and doors may not match the dimensions

of the existing opening. Fortunately, custom-made wooden window sashes to

match many original windows can be ordered at most lumber yards. Wooden-

framed screen or storm windows and doors painted to match or complement the

colors of the existing sash and doors are appropriate choices for most early Raleigh

buildings. Information on storm windows and doors is provided in the guidelines

on utilities and energy retrofit.

Changing existing window and door openings, closing existing openings, or adding

new openings on an early Raleigh building should be very carefully considered and

undertaken only for compelling reasons. Changes to original openings in a charac-

ter-defining facade should never be considered. For less significant facades the pat-

tern of proposed openings should be characteristic of and complementary to the

historic building and the historic district context. 

Exterior shutters on early Raleigh buildings were functional features sized to fit the

openings and hinged to close for security or solar control. Louvered shutters pro-

vided for some ventilation and light when closed. Beyond function, they 
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ELEMENTS OF A DOUBLE-HUNG WINDOW 
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3.7    Windows and Doors: Guidelines
.1 Retain and preserve windows that contribute to the overall historic character of a

building, including their functional and decorative features, such as frames, sash,

muntins, sills, heads, moldings, surrounds, hardware, shutters, and blinds.

.2 Retain and preserve doors that contribute to the overall historic character of a

building, including their functional and decorative features, such as frames, glaz-

ing, panels, sidelights, fanlights, surrounds, thresholds, and hardware.

.3 Protect and maintain the wood and metal elements of historic windows and

doors through appropriate methods:

• Inspect regularly for deterioration, moisture damage, air infiltration, paint fail-

ure, and corrosion.

• Clean the surface using the gentlest means possible. 

• Limit paint removal and reapply protective coatings as necessary.

• Reglaze sash as necessary to prevent moisture infiltration.

• Weatherstrip windows and doors to reduce air infiltration and increase energy

efficiency.

.4 Repair historic windows and doors and their distinctive features through recog-

nized preservation methods for patching, consolidating, splicing, and reinforcing.

.5 If replacement of a deteriorated window or door feature or detail is necessary,

replace only the deteriorated feature in kind rather than the entire unit. Match

the original in design, dimension, and material. Consider compatible substitute

materials only if using the original material is not technically feasible. 

.6 If replacement of a deteriorated window or door unit is necessary, replace the

unit in kind, matching the design and the dimension of the original sash or pan-

els, pane configuration, architectural trim, detailing, and materials. Consider

compatible substitute materials only if using the original material is not technical-

ly feasible.

.7 If a window or a door is completely missing, replace it with a new unit based on

accurate documentation of the original or a new design compatible with the orig-

inal opening and the historic character of the building. 

.8 Replace deteriorated or missing wooden shutters with wooden shutters sized to

fit the opening and mounted so that they can be operated. It is not appropriate to

introduce shutters on a historic building if no evidence of earlier shutters exists.

.9 If additional windows or doors are necessary for a new use, install them on a rear

or non-character-defining facade of the building, but only if they do not compro-

mise the architectural integrity of the building. Design such units to be compati-

ble with the overall design of the building, but not to duplicate the original. 

.10 If desired, introduce narrow-profile exterior or interior storm windows so that

they do not obscure or damage the existing sash and frame. Select exterior storm

windows with a painted or baked-enamel finish color that is compatible with the

sash color. For double-hung windows, operable storm window dividers

should align with the existing meeting rail. 

.11 If desired, introduce full-light storm doors constructed of wood or aluminum that

do not obscure or damage the existing door and frame. Select storm doors with a

painted, stained, or baked-enamel finish color that is compatible with the color of

the existing door. Bare aluminum storm doors are not appropriate.
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A distinctive entry with paired single-panel doors and 
transom above.



3.7    Windows and Doors   Continued from page 38

embellished the building exterior and contributed to its architectural character.

Existing shutters on historic buildings should be maintained and repaired or

replaced in kind as necessary. It is also appropriate to reintroduce shutters on an

early Raleigh building when there is clear evidence of earlier shutters. The new

shutters should be operable, as were the earlier shutters. However, introducing

shutters on a building that did not have them historically would compromise the

building’s architectural character and is not appropriate in the historic districts.

Historically, fabric awnings were energy-conservation features that also provid-

ed opportunities to introduce color and signage. Although contemporary alu-

minum awnings are not consistent with the character of Raleigh Historic

Districts, fabric awnings that are compatible in scale, form, and color may be

appropriate.
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These decorative wooden screen doors, as well as the paneled
double doors that they screen, contribute significantly to the
architectural character of this Victorian-era cottage.

In the districts, vertically proportioned wooden windows with operable double-hung sashes are quite common. The sashes are often subdivided into
smaller panes, or lights.

1 over 1 2 over 2 6 over 1 6 over 6

4-panel 5-panel Double Paneled with glazing

Composite window

Arched upper sashes Sashes with geometric tracery

Wooden doors in a variety of panel and glazing combinations can be found throughout the districts. They are sometimes paired for front entrances.



3.7    Windows and Doors: Guidelines   Continued from page 39

.12 If desired and where historically appropriate, install fabric awnings over

window, door, storefront, or porch openings with care to ensure that his-

toric features are not damaged or obscured.

.13 It is not appropriate to remove original doors, windows, shutters, blinds,

hardware, and trim from a character-defining facade. 

.14 It is not appropriate to remove any detail material associated with windows

and doors, such as stained glass, beveled glass, textured glass, or tracery,

unless an accurate restoration requires it.

.15 It is not appropriate to use snap-in muntins to create a false divided-light

appearance.

.16 It is not appropriate to replace clear glazing with tinted or opaque glazing.
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Commercial entries are often recessed.



3.8    Entrances, Porches, and Balconies
Entrances and front porches often distinguish the street facades of historic build-

ings and provide highly visible opportunities for stylistic embellishments.

Sleeping porches, balconies, side porches, mudrooms, back porches, and rear

entries offer additional outdoor access and living space. In Raleigh, most porch-

es are constructed and detailed in wood and include a variety of functional yet

decorative features such as columns, pilasters, rails, latticework, balustrades,

soffits, steps, brackets, beaded board ceilings, and tongue-and-groove flooring.

Entrances themselves draw attention to a front doorway with such features as

sidelights, transoms, pilasters, architraves, and pediments. 

One-story front porches that extend across the full facade supported on masonry

piers are common on Raleigh’s early residences. Some front porches wrap

around side facades as well. Recessed entries within a street-level storefront are

typical for historic commercial buildings, whereas elaborate porticos or two-

story porches often grace historic institutional structures. The prominent, char-

acter-defining role of front entrances, porches, and balconies for most historic

buildings makes their preservation of primary importance.

Things to Consider As You Plan
Entrances, porches, and balconies often weather rapidly from exposure to the ele-

ments and require regular inspection for signs of deterioration due to moisture dam-

age, fungal or insect infestation, or structural settlement. Keeping gutters and down-

spouts maintained and ensuring that all flooring slopes away from the building for

proper drainage will help protect entrances and porches from moisture damage.

Routine maintenance of wooden features includes caulking joints to prevent water or

air penetration and repainting as necessary to maintain a sound, protective paint

film. The repair of traditional entrance and porch materials, such as wood, masonry,

and architectural metals, is addressed in the pertinent guidelines.

The removal or improper replacement of entrance or porch elements can compro-

mise the architectural integrity of a historic building. Introducing architectural trim

or stylistic details to an entrance or a porch in an attempt to create a false historical

appearance is not considered appropriate. Original features, elements, and details

should always be preserved unless they are damaged or deteriorated beyond repair.

When entrance, porch, or balcony features and details are deteriorated and require

replacement, it is important to match the original features and details in design,

dimension, detail, texture, material, and color. Similarly, should an entire entrance or

porch be deteriorated or damaged beyond repair, the property owner should match

the original entrance or porch. The design of a new entrance, porch, or balcony for

one that is lost should be an accurate reproduction of the original or a design that is

compatible with the historic character of the building and its site. Compatibility of a

new design should be reviewed in terms of proportion, height, roof shape, material,

scale, texture, detail, and color.

The introduction of a new entrance, porch, or balcony on a secondary facade may

be appropriate if it does not diminish the building’s architectural character and the

design is compatible with the building and the site. 

Occasionally, the enclosure of a side or rear porch will be considered to accommo-

date a change in use or a need for space. Although the enclosure of a front entrance,

porch, or balcony is not considered appropriate given their prominence, the sensi-

tively designed enclosure of a side or rear porch may be appropriate if the building’s

architectural integrity is not compromised and the character of the porch is retained.
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Ornate Eastlake-style porches and balconies wrap the facades
of the Executive Mansion.

This front porch of a newly constructed residence in the
Oakwood district creates a traditional porch form, but 
introduces compatible, contemporary detailing.

The second-floor sleeping porch on the side facade of this resi-
dence in Boylan Heights, though enclosed, retains its porch
character.



3.8    Entrances, Porches, and Balconies: Guidelines
.1 Retain and preserve entrances, porches, and balconies that contribute to the

overall historic character of a building, including such functional and decora-

tive elements as columns, pilasters, piers, entablatures, balustrades, sidelights,

fanlights, transoms, steps, railings, floors, and ceilings.

2. Protect and maintain the wood, masonry, and metal elements of entrances,

porches, and balconies through appropriate surface treatments:

• Inspect regularly for signs of moisture damage, rust, structural damage or

settlement, and fungal or insect infestation. 

• Provide adequate drainage to prevent water from standing on flat, hori-

zontal surfaces and collecting on decorative elements or along founda-

tions.

• Clean soiled surfaces using the gentlest means possible.

• Recaulk wooden joints properly to prevent moisture penetration and air

infiltration.

• Retain protective surface coatings, such as paint or stain, to prevent 

damage from ultraviolet light or moisture.

• Reapply protective coatings, such as paint or stain, when they are dam-

aged or deteriorated. 

.3 Repair historic entrances, porches, and balconies and their distinctive fea-

tures and materials using recognized preservation methods for patching, con-

solidating, splicing, and reinforcing. 

.4 If replacement of a deteriorated detail or element of an entrance, porch, or

balcony feature is necessary, replace only the deteriorated detail or element in

kind rather than the entire feature. Match the original in design, dimension,

and material. Consider compatible substitute materials only if using the origi-

nal material is not technically feasible.

.5 If replacement of an entire entrance, porch, or balcony feature is necessary

because of deterioration, replace it in kind, matching the original in design,

dimension, detail, texture, and material. Consider compatible substitute

materials only if using the original material is not technically feasible.

.6 If a feature or an entire entrance, porch, or balcony is missing, replace it with

a new feature based on accurate documentation of the original or a new

design compatible with the historic character of the building and the district.

.7 Consider the enclosure of a historic porch to accommodate a new use only if

the enclosure can be designed to preserve the historic character of the porch

and the building. It is not appropriate to enclose a front porch or a front bal-

cony.

.8 It is not appropriate to remove any detail material associated with entrances

and porches, such as graining, spindlework, beveled glass, or beaded board,

unless an accurate restoration requires it.

.9 It is not appropriate to remove an original entrance or porch or to add a new

entrance or porch on a primary facade.

.10 It is not appropriate to introduce features or details to a historic entrance,

porch, or balcony in an attempt to create a false historical appearance.
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Porches are often a character-defining element for a building. 


